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Creativity, Freedom Spur Local Entrepreneurs

By ROBERTA E. CANNON

In the middle of the downward
spiral of an ailing economy, a bright
light still flickers in the minds of en-
trepreneurs.

Due to the remoteness of the Cape
and the absence of large companies,
entrepreneurship will always be
prevalent here, according to Wendy
Northcross, CEO of the Cape Cod
Chamber of Commerce.

For some, entrepreneurship is
rooted in the need to be a stay-at-
home parent; others are motivated
by their creativity and desire to have
their own business.

One of the biggest challenges that
also is part of the allure of entrepre-
neurship is the process of going
from an idea to an actual product or
service, said Mary Wilson of Center-
ville, who is in the middle of start-
ing her third business.

"There is a little fear, too, as excit-
ing as it is, that you will fall flat on
your face," Ms. Wilson said. "There
is still something that drives you.”

Her new business, FlipChix Inc., in-
volves a portable flip-book studio that
she and her business partner, Kathe
Medwin of Centerville, will bring to
various events such as weddings, post-
prom parties and family reunions. The
concept of the flip-book is based on
elementary animation or child’s play--
drawing stick figures on pieces of paper
and then flipping the pages to watch
the stick figures move. The women will
videotape people in a portable booth
dancing, acting or moving in some
other manner. Using still photos of the
video, the women create a flip-book.

"This is the time to start busi-
nesses like this because people are
looking to be entertained in tough
times," said Ms. Wilson.

Another advantage to entrepre-
neurship is the ability to work ac-
cording to your schedule while
continuing to work your traditional
job, she added.

Another product of entrepre-
neurs is Bella of Cape Cod, which
was started a few years ago by Me-
gan Murphy of West Barnstable and
Catherine Bean of Osterville.

It has grown from selling jewelry
out of their houses, to a booth at Dick
and Fllie's Flea Market in Dennis, and
eventually to a small storefront in Hy-
annis and a lucrative Internet business,
all based on the allure of bangles.

"What woman does not like jew-
elry?" asked Ms. Murphy.

All of their jewelry and accessories
including handbags, wallets, totes
and scarves, sell for $25 and less.

One of their signature pieces is
the sterling silver starfish on gros-
grain worn around the neck. Each
ribbon is named for a Cape town.

The success of their business has
evolved as the two women realized
more potential. At the flea market
they asked shoppers to give them
their e-mail addresses, and they de-
veloped a web-site so shoppers could
purchase gifts during the off-season.

With those e-mails they came up
with the idea to have online e-par-
ties. They invited shoppers to host
parties online and keep 20 percent
of the sales.

“The web-site is the easiest form
of business," said Ms. Murphy.
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Enterpreneurs Kathe Medwin, left, and Mary Wilson, both of
Centerville, have created a new business FlipChix Inc. Here they
hold a flip-book of still photos created from video.

‘The entrepreneurial spirit still lives.'
S. Michael Baker, a SCORE counselor.

Their e-mail listings have grown
from 250 to more than 10,000 con-
tacts. They also hold online fund-
raisers and have raised $20,000 for
area charities.

The success of their growing busi-
ness has been noticed by Business-
Week magazine, and the two en-
trepreneurs will be interviewed for
a story this week. Their business is
also featured in the 2008 “Market-
ing for Dummies.”

On the green side of entrepre-
neurship is Wavyo, Beyond the Bag,
an Internet business selling reuse-
able bags made of recycled plastic
that was started a year ago by Tina
Toran of Mashpee and two friends
from New Hampshire.

"We all love bags, and we all have
this creative side we want to nur-
ture," said Ms. Toran.

The bags can be used for grocer-
ies or purses and have the texture of
durable, heavy canvas. Their designs
are created in limited editions of 100.
The three friends plan to expand their
product line to include yoga bags,
computer bags and other types.

"This is a journey ... something
we are enjoying," Ms. Toran said.

For those seeking advice and

counseling to start a new business,
support and help is available.

The Cape Cod Chamber of Com-
merce offers business counseling, as
well as links to other resources that
provide services.

Another resource is the Cape Cod
chapter of SCORE, Counselors to
America’s Small Businesses, an or-
ganization in Hyannis comprised of
businessmen and women, includ-
ing retired executives, who provide
counseling and assistance with busi-
ness plans, financial management,
marketing plans and e-commerce.
Those wanting to start a business or
who are currently in business can
get free advice from counselors. Ad-
ditionally, the organization offers
workshops and training.

"Lots of people who come in are
ambitious and highly motivated
but lack the guidance to turn it into
a business," said S. Michael Baker,
a SCORE counselor. “The SCORE
counselors are able to provide that
guidance. One of the uplifting
things in this [economic] environ-
ment is to go into a classroom of
people who want to start a busi-
ness. The entrepreneurial spirit still
lives."

today through Sunday.

Cape Cod Entrepreneurs Weekend

In the spirit of promoting entrepreneurship on Cape Cod, the Cape
Cod Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with the Cape Cod Technol-
ogy Council, Coastal Community Capital, the Cape Cod Young Profes-
sionals, and the Cape Cod Focus Group, will present a Cape Cod Entre-
preneurs Weekend at Cape Cod Community College, this weekend from

Developers, designers and marketers will be in attendance. Entrepre-
neurs will have the opportunity to pitch their ideas, which will be voted
on. The top ones will be selected, and teams will spend the weekend
creating a company from concept to launch.

Companies will be judged at the end of the weekend on their likeli-
hood to succeed; prizes will be awarded.

The cost is $40 and includes meals. Further information and registra-
tion is available at www.echamber.com, or by calling Christina at Coast-
al Community Capital at 508-362-3225, ext. 515.

Aviation Company Introduces
Jet, Anticipates New Jobs

Rectrix Aviation introduced its new Challenger 300 jet aircraft at Barn-
stable Municipal Airport last week, a move that is helping create dozens of
new jobs for the area, according to the company.

The 10-passenger jet, manufactured by Bombardier Inc. of Montréal, rep-

resents the beginning of Rectrix's expansion into flight operations, a move
expected to create 60 to 70 jobs in Barnstable once the company's purchase
of New World Jet Corp. is completed.

"This is a very exciting day for Rectrix, and a very promising moment for
Cape Cod and the surrounding region," Rectrix President and CEO Richard
Cawley said in a prepared statement. "We're proud of this great jet and
we're happy to be able to bring high-paying jobs with good benefits into
the region in these tough economic times."

Positions have already been created and filled, including pilot, co-pilot,
director of maintenance, ground operations and support staff, according to
the statement.

The Challenger 300 will fly to domestic and international destinations as
part of the flight services offered by Rectrix. The jet has a 63-foot wingspan,
a cruising speed of 530 miles per hour and a cruising altitude of 41,000
feet.

In January, Rectrix announced its intent to purchase New World Jet
Corp., an air carrier/charter operator based on Long Island, New York. The
acquisition is expected to create 80 to 100 jobs between the Rectrix facilities
in Hyannis and Sarasota, Florida. Cawley estimates that the Hyannis loca-
tion will eventually gain 60 to 70 jobs.

Electricity Focus of
Wednesday Session

Why do Cape Codders have the
highest electric charges in the con-
tinental US? Do they know how
electric power is bought and sold?
Transmitted to their home? What
is the current status and future op-
tions for the Mirant Canal Plant in
Sandwich? These and many other
questions will be answered in a se-
ries of public information forums
to be held at Cape Heritage Reha-
bilitation Center, at 37 Route 6A in
Sandwich.

To help residents understand the
issues and make informed deci-
sions, Cape Clean Air is sponsoring
the series that has one session left,
on Wednesday, March 25.

The forums will start at 7 PM
promptly. Time will be given to
audience questions. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

Financial Services
Company moves
to Osterville

The offices for Future Secured Fi-
nancial have been relocated from
West Barnstable to 969 Main Street
in Osterville.

Future Secured Financial is a
multi-faceted financial services firm
serving clientele from Massachu-
setts to Florida.

Gregory Durette, president and
founder, has 26 years in the indus-
try. For more information, call 978-
509-2941.

New Store
Offers Tech
Help With Macs

By LAURA M. RECKFORD

There is a new Mac store in town.
Users of Apple computers will be
happy to know they can buy prod-
ucts and get their technical ques-
tions answered at the new store in
Hyannis.

The grand opening of the store
was last week. It is located across
from Sam Diego’s on Route 132.

Stephen A. Ide of Mashpee, owner
of the store, said he decided to open
in Hyannis because they had out-
grown their store in Harwich. “We
needed roughly one and a half times
as much space,” Mr. Ide said. “There
is a huge demand for training and
technician repair and support.”

It is that devotion to tech sup-
port that, Mr. Ide, said, sets his busi-
ness a part from other places where
people can buy Apple products. “It’s
all about support. The prices are the
same. No one is as focused and as
concentrated on customer support
as we are,” he said.

Mr. Ide’s two stores-his other is on
Route 28 in East Falmouth--are the
only authorized Apple service pro-
viders on the Cape.

The new space, Mr. Ide said, gives
the company much larger labs for
their technicians.

Mr. Ide said the new store is off
to a good start and inventory is
still coming in. “We're 90 percent
there,” he said.

As part of the company’s grand
opening last week, they gave away
a laptop, and in conjunction with
the radio station 104.7, they are giv-
ing away an iPod shuffle. To enter
to win the iPod, register at capemac.
com.

The address of the store is 973
Iyannough Road/Route 132, and the
phone number is 508-815-4526..

Chamber
Employees
Lauded

Four Cape Cod Chamber of
Commerce employees were rec-
ognized for their years of service
at the annual meeting of the Mas-
sachusetts Association of Cham-
ber of Commerce Executives held
at the Sheraton Needham Febru-
ary 27.

Wendy K. Northcross, chief
executive officer of the Cape Cod
chamber, was recognized for 20
years of service; Stephen Rich-
ards, regional sales director, was
recognized for 15 years of service;
and Mary Ellen Liddell, visitor in-
formation specialist, and Kristen
Mitchell, vice president of tour-
ism marketing, were each recog-
nized for five years of service.

Hess Buys
Christy’s

Hess Corporation will hold grand
openings in the spring at each of its
new stores to welcome customers.

Christy's of Cape Cod sold 11 of
its 13 existing sites on Cape Cod to
Hess Corporation on January 30.

Christy P. Mihos, owner of Chris-
ty's of Cape Cod, sold the gas sta-
tions and convenient stores last
month and the stores are branded
with the Hess logo.

Of the 11 stores to change from
Christy's to Hess, four are located
in the town of Barnstable. Hess
stores and gas stations can be found
on Main Street in Osterville, Iyan-
nough Road in Hyannis, Ocean
Street in Hyannis, and Falmouth
Road in Hyannis.

Curves Holds
Food Drive

Curves of Cape Cod is participating
in the 11th annual Curves Food Drive
to benefit local food banks during the
month of March. Collectively, during
the past five years, nearly 50 million
pounds of food were distributed to
local communities all over the world
through the Curves Food Drive.

Curves of Cape Cod will waive
its service fee for any new member
who brings in a bag of nonperish-
able groceries and joins between
now and March 28.

Others wishing to donate may
drop off nonperishable food items
at Curves Monday through Friday
during business hours through the
month of March. For more informa-
tion, call Ms. Brandt at 508-477-4090
or visit www.capecodcurves.com.

Celebrating 40 Years of Business...
Thank you to all our customers...

Our Gift to you...

40% Off All Pizza & Subs

DINE IN & PICK ONLY « GOOD FROM MARCH 16, 2009 - APRIL 9, 2009

508-771-3030 » 187 W. Main Street ® Hyannis

BANKRUPTCY

¢ Stop Foreclosures

¢ Keep Your Home

* Protection from Creditors
* Protection from Lawsuits
* Get A Fresh Start

* Repair Credit

BANKRUPTCY ¢ PERSONAL INJURY
CIVIL DISPUTES ¢ PROBATE ¢ REAL ESTATE

PETER M. DAIGLE

— ATTORNEY AT LAW —
L K B 2

Call 508-771-7444 for Free Initial Consultation
10 Center P]a.ce, 1550 Falmouth Roa(l, Route 28, Centerville

Why Cape Cod Academy?

Small classes, inspiring teachers, and individual
attention in a safe, nurturing environment

Scholarship, honesty, respect and compassion
fostered in the classroom, on the athletic field,
in all we do

Individualized college counseling; 100%
attend college

Enthusiastic, hard-working, high-achieving,
respectful classmates

Technology & facilities designed specifically
for K-12 education

Academic excellence that fosters a life-long
love of learning

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 4, 1-3 pm

Call us at (508) 428-5400

Financial aid is available.

Cape Cod Academy

A fully accredited independent day
school

50 Osterville — West Barnstable Road
P.O. Box 469

Osterville, MA 02655
www.capecodacademy.org

(508) 428-5400

Discover the CCA Advantage!

REFRIGERATOR SAFETY
RECALL NOTICE!

Attention Maytag brand Refrigerator owners: if you have
purchased a Maytag, Jenn-Air, Amana, or Performa by
Maytag refrigerator between January 2001 through Jan-
uary 2004 and your model is a Side By Side or Top Freez-
er. (Bottom freezer models do not apply) The consumer
product safety commission and Maytag have announced
a voluntary safety related recall.

At Crane Appliance, your personal safety is important to
us. If you have purchased a refrigerator that reflects the
above information and need to find out if your product is
in this recall Please call 508-548-8907 x107 and we
will be happy to assist you in arranging for the repair
to be completed as quickly as possible. Please find
the model and serial number tag located on the in-
side ceiling or the inside left section of the refrigera-
tor side prior to your calling.

Crane Appliance Service is a full service warranty
repair company for ALL major brands no matter
where you bought your appliance!
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